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    The linguistic turn in philosophy and social sciences in the 20th century made Western 
scholars rethink the paradigm of traditional scientism. One of the important disciplines 
contributing to this rethinking movement is “Critical Discourse Analysis” (CDA). CDA is 
not a complete negation of traditional approaches to discourse analysis; it sees itself as an 
extension and expansion of the latter, integrating linguistics with other disciplines of social 
sciences thereby providing a text-based approach to researching various areas of social 
sciences and changing the traditional ideas of people about the role of language in social 
life. CDA concerns itself with power relations and inequality in language and aims to 
explore hidden power relations between discourse and wider social and cultural 
formations and to uncover inequality, ideologies, injustices, discrimination, bias, etc. in 
discourse.  
    This dissertation is concerned with an area that has been increasingly emphasized in the 
field of foreign language research and education in universities in China: intercultural 
communication (IC) research and teaching. This author discerns two problems that have 
not received due attention from scholars, i.e. (1) IC researchers have not legitimized the 
public speeches delivered by US/UK politicians and Chinese leaders in intercultural 
contexts as objects of IC study; and (2) scholars on English language studies have not 
given due attention to the problem of how to analyze the English speeches by US/UK 
politicians in intercultural contexts from a critical perspective. This author argues that the 
best ways to tackle these problems is (1) to rationalize the study of those speeches as a 
legitimate research practice of IC; and (2) to introduce CDA into IC research and 
education. For this purpose, this writer has built 15 corpora containing remarks by US/UK 
politicians and Chinese leaders in various intercultural contexts. 
    Mainstream IC theories have been based on the analyses of differences in languages and 
cultures. This is due to the impact of “the representationalist” view of communication. In 
such a view, communication is seen as the simple process of sending and receiving 
messages; linguistic and cultural differences are seen as differences in perspectives and 
capabilities of description. Thus, the social-action nature of communication is neglected 
and a vacuum of power and interest within communication is presumed. CDA emphasizes 
the role of explanatory critique, an important concept in the philosophy of critical realism, 
which holds that social sciences must avoid covering up social inequalities in the guise of 
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scholars concur with this position in social scientific research.   
This dissertation explores the possibility of applying CDA to IC study, particularly the 
study of remarks in English by US/UK politicians in intercultural contexts. Chapter 2 
presents an overview of the main theories on which CDA is based and a brief history of 
the development of CDA, and discusses the theoretical foundations and the principles of 
CDA. The differences between CDA and non-critical approaches to discourse analysis are 
illustrated through a case study of US politicians’ speeches in intercultural contexts. 
Chapter 3 discusses different approaches to CDA and reviews some of the latest 
applications of CDA to social sciences. Chapter 4 rationalizes applying CDA to IC study 
by providing a short history of IC study followed by a brief review of the main theories of 
IC, and then rethinking mainstream theories, methods, and objects of IC study through a 
re-analysis of data in a previous article on IC and case studies of US politicians’ remarks.  
Chapter 5 attempts to carry out case studies of remarks by US/UK politicians and 
Chinese leaders in intercultural contexts. There are CDA studies of intertextuality in 
remarks by US/UK politicians. 23 proverbial uses were found in the corpora and all in 
speeches by Reagan and George Bush. There are CDA of metaphors found in the corpora 
and they are classified according to source domains and analyzed in terms of frequency, 
tendency of choice, and political motivation. A quantitative study of five ergative verbs is 
carried out looking into their patterns of use in the transitive, passive, and intransitive 
forms.  Appraisals in the speeches are also analyzed for their dialogistic positioning 
function. Statistical analyses of politically sensitive words like free, freedom, and liberty 
(especially in remarks by US/UK politicians in universities in China and the former USSR) 
show that their appearance and frequency are closely related to the development of 
international situations and the political motivations of western leaders. Similar 
conclusions are reached in our analysis of such words as communism, Marxism, and 
socialism. This research reconfirms that the choice of words and metaphors, the use of 
proverbs and quotations, as well as resources of evaluation, are important indicators of 
speakers’ political motivations. It illustrates what an important role the evaluations 
conveyed by these linguistic resources play in forming certain ways of looking at the 
world and how a critical approach to intercultural discourse can reveal underlying 
ideologies, attitudes and beliefs and the complex relationship between language, ideology, 
and social context.  
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